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moving the motion, with the meriis of the
case. What we are eoncerned about is the
effect and the result. There is no ques-
tion about the seriousness nf the position.
One point about which I am concerned is
that I believe the opportunity was present
to convert the furnaces at the power house
from coal to oil burning, and I say this in
spite of what the Chief Secretary has told
us.

Why was not provision made to change
over from coal to oil burning so that elee-
trieity could be supplied ‘by the power
house even if there was a stoppage of coal
‘supplies? I consider that it must have
been a deep and bitter disappointment to
ithe 140 odd men who landed a few days
ago, many of them from Britain and Ger-
many, men whe have not heen in this
country for five or six years, and also to
the 21 men who had served 3% years in
the Forces, and who landed in the dark
lIast night after fiying over a blacked-out
city.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They fought in
vain.

Hon. W. J, Mann: Keep your beer quiet!

Hon. C. B. Williams: They fought in
vain. Strikes will get the worker the
monegy; nothing else will.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: If this is the new
order they ave refurning to, they must
eome back with a sense of disappointment
and frustration. I desirc to ask leave of
the House to withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

House adjourned at 6.17 p.m.

Tiegislative Assembly.
Tuesday, 25th September, 1945,

AGE
Molion ; Urgency, Collle coal stoppagze and disruption
of industry ..

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—URGENCY,
Collie Coal Stoppage and Disruption of
Industry. .
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from the member for West
erth :—
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I wish to inform you that, when the Legis.
lative Assembly mects tomorrow, Tuesday, the
25th inst.,, I desire to move the adjournment
of the House to diseuss a matter of urgency,
namely, the steppage of work on the Collie
coal mines, the industrial loss and hardship
oceasioned to the people of the State, and the
avoidance of such situations in future. Ross
MecDenald, 24th September, 1945,

Tt will be necessary for seven members to

rise in their places to support the proposal.

Seven members having risen in  their

places,

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.33]:
In moving that the House do now adjourn
on a matter of urgeney, I do not think I need
any further evidence than the appearance
of this Chamber. It is evident from the eir-
cumstances under which we are meeting that
something has taken place which is of suffi-
cient importance to occasion conecern. The
stoppage of work at Collie has eaused such
widespread dislocation and loss that I feel
sure people of the State would expect this
Parliament to make it a subject of discussion.

I do not consider this to be an oceasion
for any words which might widen the breach
that has arisen in connection with the dis-
pute or which might militate against the
exercise of a spirit of reason and a sense of
responsibility on all sides, It is rather a
time for a sober appreciation of the nature
and effect of such a stoppage, and a diseus-
sion of means by which in futore such stop-
pages may be minimised or prevented.

Let me say I admit at once that coalmining
is an arduous calling. I know that after
six years of abnormal conditions and strain
due to the war, we must expeet some degree
of unrest and some degree of industrial dis-
equilibyium until we reach a more normal
basis, and T would be one of the first to
give the Collic miners full eredit for hay-
ing, in common-with many other millions of
Australians, kept to their work steadily dur-
ing thé eritieal years of the war. T helicve,
however, that while allowing all those things,
it is necessary for us to face the fact that,
through the stoppage at Collie, a great deal
of industrial loss has been oceasioned and
a great deal of personal hardship and in-
convenience have been caused. We are told
by the newspaper that 20,000 men are out
of work and that there has been a great
Joss of perishables; and the grave words of
the Premier himself show the seriousness
with which he views the conditions that have
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been brought about by thig stoppage. There
is no need for me fo emphasise that aspect
of the matter; it is sufficiently well known
to every member.

The regulation of the coalmining industry
has heen, during the war, under the exclusive
control of the Commonwealth Parliament.
This has been done under National Security
Regulations and the Nationsl Security Act
and, since last year, has been the subjeet of
a special piece of legislation by the Common-
wealth Parliament known as the Coal Pro-
duction (War-time) Act, 1944. This Act was
designed to provide special machinery for
the rapid hearing and adjustment of dis-
putes in the ecoalmining industry. For-
tunately, in this State, such dispuntes have
been absent until lately, but we know that
they have been extremely serious in the
Eastern States. Under the legislation of the
Commonwealth Parliament, I remind mem-
bers, withoat entering into details, that there
is a Coal Commissioner, Mr. Mighell, who is
the supreme director of industrial matters
and the production of coal. There is the
Central Industrial Authority who is the chief
officer on whom is placed the duty of deter-
mining industrial disputes—Mr. Willis—who
is mow in this State, and there is power to
have local industrial authorities in the States
or on the seene of any threatened trouble
which may hear the eause of complaint and,
in some cases, settle it, while in others they
may make a recommendation to the Central
Industrial Authority, Mr. Willis.

The story of the industrial tronble at Collie
is shortly this: Last year the coalminers’
union submitted a claim for increased wages
and made the claim first of all before a local
industrial anthority and then before the Cen-
tral Industrial Authority. In June of last
vear, Mr. Willis issued an award, which
brought the wages of Collie miners to a
parity with those of New South Wales coal-
miners. FEarly this year the engineers at
Collie made a claim for inereased rates, and
there was subsequently a strike by those
warkers, following which Mr, Justice Drake-
Brockman visited this State and, after hear-
ing the claims of the engineers, made &an
award by which they obtained an increase
in their wage rates. So we see that the
Collie Miners’ TUnion last June had the
wages of its members brought up to a parity
with those of the New South Wales miners
by an award of the Central Industrial
Authority, Mr. Willis.
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Recently, the Coal Miners’ Union sub-
mitted a claim to the local industrias
authority seeking a 20 per cent. increase
in day rates and a 15 per cent. increase in
picce work rates underground. This was
argued last month before the local indus-
trial authority, which—I understand from
the Press—made a report and recommen-
dation to the Central Industrial Authurity,
Mr, Willis, in Sydney. I gather that it
would be the funection or in the power of
Mr. Willis to aceept the recommendation
of the local indusirial authority which sat
in Collie last month. What the loeal in-
dustrial authority recommended is more
than I know and, I suppose, more than any-
body else knows. Mr. Willis is now at
Collie and apparently it is in his power
to confirm or accept on the spot, if he
thinks fit, the recommendation of the local
industrial anthority. I believe I am cor-
rect in saying—and this may be a matter
in whieh the Collie miners are interested—-
that even awards by a central industrial
authority are subjeet to revision or some
degree of revision by the Coal Comm:is-
sioner, Mr. Mighell, who is charged with the
over-riding responsibility of ensuring some
degree of uniformity in the industry
throughout Australia, and with making
sure that the wage policy does not conflict
with the Commonwealth Government’s pol-
icy of wage and price pegging under Na-
tional Security regulations. We see, there-
fore, that the dispute at Collie was heard
last month, whieh is not very long ago; i
that the decision has not yet been given,
but may be given at any time. Let me say
at once that the responsibility for peace
in the coal industry has been demanded by
the Commonweaith Parliameni and Gov-
ernment, and is entirely in their hands.

The responsibility for the setilement of
disputes rests in the hands of the Com-
monwealth Government and the various in-
dustrial authorities which it has set up by
Aet of Parliament and regulation. But a
breach of industrial law, whether Federal
or State, is a failure to observe the law,
and ensurance of the observance of law, of
respect for the law, of the rule of law in
a eivilised ecommunity is a matter which is
mainly the funetion of this Parliament and
this State Government. That is the reason
why I have felt with others that the ocea-
sion should not he allowed to pass without
some discussion of an important matter
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affecting ‘the progress and the living stan-
dard of the people of our State, and with-
ont some indicaticn of the views of Par-
liament and of the Government on that
matter. The issue is one of very great im-
portance, not 3o much on acecount of the
present dispute—difficult as it is and the
oceasion of so much loss—but from the
point of view of the people knowing the
attitude of the legislators in this State as
to anything tbat may oecur in the future.
It is far better for us to make our views
clear, because that will help to guide those
who otherwise may be tempted fo have re-
course to pressure tactics.

Any anomalies in the wage strueture nf
the coalminers were, I believe, removed by
the award of last June, and their claims
therefore become a matter in which they
demand an increase in their rates of wages
over and above cost of living inerease.
That econflicts with the Commonwealth
Government’s poiicy of pegging wages and
prices in order to keep down the very ob-
vious threat of inflation, which is involved
by the immense amouni of purchasing
power that was dammed up through the
shortage of commodities in the war years;
and with that policy of maintaining prices
and costs at a fixed level, I think everybody
will be in full agreement. One can weil
understand the sense of responsibility with
which any Commonwealth induostrial tri-
bunal must approach a claim for increased
wages that would eut across the national
economi¢ policy of the Commonwealth Par-
liament and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. I want to say also—and I think this
should he said—that, arduous as the work
is at Collie. I do not; think that in regard
to wage rates the Collie miners can fairly
¢laim to have heen inconsiderately treated
either hy the Commonwealth Parliament ar
by this Parliament.

T have in mind that only two years ago
this Parlinmenf—and I myself supported
the Bill—agreed io legislation under which
the Collie miners became the only section
of people i Western Australia, outside
direct employees of the Crown, who are en-
titled to receive pensions subsidised by all
the taxpayers of this State, even by tax-
payers who themselves have no cther pen-
sion to which to look forward except the
old-age pension. From the taxpayers, al-
thongh their contribution was not large in
volume, that measure was a generous one,
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and might well have induced a sense of
responsibility—and I think it should from
all thoughtful miners—towards the rest of
the people of Western Australia who have
made this special privilege available, partly
from their own ‘pockets, in order to give
the miners security in their old age and in
the case of accident, and security for theiv
families and children as well. I do not
think this is an oceasion on which there is
need to say a good deal.

The facts arc clear; the issues are clear
to the public, and, I think, to this House.
I am sure that the vast majority of union-
ists are responsible en; and one ean pos-
sibly feel that after the good record of
industry in this State, and of the coalmin-
ers on the Collie field, some new eclément
has come into the industrial life of the
coalminers—an element which is of a sub-
versive charaeter. That is only conjec-
ture; but in view of the past record of the
miners, I venture to say it is a conjecture
that one might well be justified in enter-
taining. I wonld like to see the Govern-
ment take appropriate measures to find out
whether there i1s any such element exereis-
ing undue pressure upon a body of men
who otherwise would be responsible eiti-
7ens of the State.

There is also foreed home to us the fact
that we have no legislation in this State
which is adequate to the importance and
power of the industriai trade union strue-
ture. The Trade Unions Act was passed 42
vears ago and is little more than a measure
to legalise the formation of industrial or-
ganisations. In view of the care we have
taken in this Parliament in the case of com-
panies with a view to protecting the share-
holders, the public and creditors and the
penaltics we have imposed upon those in
charge of companies if they act confrary to
the publie interest, then I think we could in
future assist responsible unionistzs if we
brought down legislation under which we
could be assured that nho undue pressure
would be brought to bear by what was really
& minority in the industry, and by ensuring
that there shall be a secret ballot in matters
of this kind so that responsible unionists
would have no diffiecnlty in recording their
votes for a responsible attitude towards the
rest of the community. Allowing for the
arduous nature of coalmining, if any miner
feels himself unprepared to work in the
Collie mines under conditions laid down by
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law, it would not be unreasonable for the
State tb assist him to transfer to some other
vocation. I feel sure that, with the many
men returning soon to the State and seek-
intg occupations with fairly satisfactory pay
acereing to them, there should be no diffi-
culty in getting the proper supply of labour
to work the coal mines.

_The last thing I want to say on this sub-
jeet is that it would be perhaps umneces-
sary and superfluous fo mention that this
Parliament and this Government stand for
the observance of the law. Industrial arbi-
tration is the law of this land hoth in the
Commonwealth and State spheres. Looking
not at the immediate stoppage of work but
to the attitude towards the law that we want
0’ sce ereated and maintained in the future
by all the people, whether employers or em-
ployees, I féel we would he justified in re-
affirming the attitude of Parliament and, T
am sure, of the Government as well, that
while legislation is on the statute- book it
will be maintained by Parliament and by
the Government; that respeet for the law is
fundamental in any civilised society; and
that offenders against it shall be punished,
irrespective of who they may be or how
powerful they may he. Furthermore, I
think it ean be reaffirmed that Parliament
and the Government look forward with con-
fidence, cspecially in the light of conditions
that have gbtained during the last few days,
to the co-operation of all people of good
will, both unionists and employers, in mak-
ing certain to the greatest possible extent
that matters in dispnte will be settled by ar-
hitration without causing that attack on
production and living conditions which is
the inevitable result to the community of
constant sequences of stoppages of work.
In these eircumstances, T move—

That the ITouse de now adjourn.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.533]: It is
my intention to seceond the motion, because
T regard it as a motion of protest amainst
the action that has been taken by our
friends, the miners at Collie, in cireum-
stances which I do not think warrant any
such conrse, I shonld imagine that the mem-
bers of the Government wonld hold & simi-
lar view and therefore it should he difficult
for them o offer opposition to the motion
heeanse, if they do not held that view, they
must undoubtedly be open to the belief that
they are prepared to see S00,000 people held

[ASSEMBLY.]

to ransom by 500. I said a year or two ago
in this House—and I am not going to with-
draw it now-—that I believed the industrial
workers of this State were the eyeam of the
industrial workers of Australia, There are
times when evep cream will, before itz due
fime, hecause of some atmospherie or other
conditions, turn sour, and I have a belief in
my mind that the underlying eause of this
trouble is interference—and I eclass it as in-
terference, notwithstanding that it is under
statutory law—hy the Commonweaith Gov-
ernment in matters industrial in this State,
which matters for many years past have
been suecessfully attended to by the tri-
bunals of this State,

It seems to me that had the tribunals of
this State, constituted as they have heen and
successful as they have been over a period
of 20 or more years, been able to officiate
in this ease, as they have officiated in dozens
of instanees in the past, this particular hold-
up, which started about a week ago, would
have been over long before the peeple of the
metropoliz, and indeed many people outside
that area, were subjected to the state of af-
fairs in which they now find themselves.

Mr. North: It is a taste of the “Yes'
vote,

Mr. WATTS: The hon. momber can put
it that way if he cares. It is certainly a
taste of the sort of meddling and muddling
we might have expected had we done as some
people wished us to do and handed aver a
greater measure of authority to our Federal
overlords. My chief concern in this matter
is this: How much longer are the people of
this State, and chiefly of the metropolitan
arvea at the moment, to be subjected to the
conditions in which they now find them-
selves? How much longer is the health of
our children and oar womenfolk to be pre-
judived by the state of affairs that now
exists? How much longer are 20,000 men,
if that is the correct figure, to he kept out of
employment beeause of the existing state of
affairs?

The Minister for Lands: When he men-
tioned 20,000, I think the member for West
Perth was referring to the Eastern States,
not to here.

Mz,
firures,

Cross: He should get the correet

My. McDogald: That was the figure men-
tinned in the Press.
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Mr. WATTS: There are a great many
industrial establishments and a large num-
ber of people whose wheels of industry can-
not turn in the absence of a supply of clec-
trie current, There is one thing quite apart
from that dislocation that must be bornpe in
mind. So far as I am eoncerned, I wouki
not for one moment subscribe to any state of
affairs which kept the miners at Collie ov
any other seetion of the industrial com-
munity in a position of inferiority compared
with any other section insofar as concerns
the return it gets for the work it docs.
I believe that trades unionism was founded
to ensure that every worker got a fair day’s
pay for a fair day’s work and, as such,
it is entitled or was entitled to the
respect, not only of members of this
commuhity, but of every other person,
Yet when one finds that the cireumstances
are such that there iz not any noticeable
inequality, when there are tribunals set up
for the purpose of making determinations
and when those tribunals—though, as I say,
they have been made clumsy and in my view
ineffectnal becaunse of Commonwealth inter-
ference——are prepared fo act in settling the
dispufes or difficulties that may arise from
time to time, I say there can be no govern-
ment, either State or Commonwealth, that
can honesily and sincerely helieve the exist-
ing state of affairs to be justified, or that
can honestly and sincerely look upon the
position that exists foday, where 500,000
people are held to ransom by approximately
500 people, with anything but sorrow.

I wish to compliment the member for West
Perth, in that he approached this matter this
afternoon not in ahger, but in sorrow that
such a state of affairs should he allowed to
exist. It is a sorry commeMary on our own
lack of foresight—as I have never suggested
anything else I say, “Our lack of foresight”
rather than ““The (Government’s lack of fore-
sight,” becaunse I wish 1o be reasonable in
this matter—that we have not taken precau-
tions to see that when there is no coel avail-
able—whether for this present reason or
some other—our great industrial enterprise,
the East Perth Power House, can function.
It is obviously necessary that in =all our
future transactions in that regard, where we
as the people of the State, through the Gov-
ernment of the State, propose on a big scale
to supply the people of the State with power,
we should make ecertain that if for reasons
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similar to these—or any other reasons—it
becomes impossible or impracticable to eon-
tinue to supply that power from our native
cozl resources, we have some other means of
doing it. If that were the position we should
not have to concern ourselves so greatly with
the present state of affairs.

It is pot fundamental that this Assembly
has to meet today with half a dozen hursi-
cane lamps in lien of the delightful electric
lighting facilities recently provided for us
by the Minister for Works. That matters
but little, and we can doubtless manage to
express our views and see our way about
the notice paper with the aid of the sub-
stitutes that are wpon our Lenches now, but
the hospitals, and other institutions of tre-
mendons importance in dealing with ~ the
health and other social questions of our
people, are fundamental, and they are the
things with which I am concerned. It mat-
ters greatly as to the transport of our eifi-
zens to and from their daily work. It mat-
ters greatly, too, that there should be people
unemployed and unable to gq about their
lawful vocations because one small section
of the community has taken the action that
it has taken. Whether there be—as I have
already admitted there may be—some under-
lying justification for it, I subinit there is
not sufficient justifieation to warrant the
present state of affairs.

It will be surprising to me if, taking this
motion as one substantially of protest against
the state of affairs that has arisen, the Gov-
ernment of the State does not admit that
there is justification for that protest. If it
does not, then we can only assume that it
leoks with a favourable eye on those who
are unreasonable, as there is indication that
the people in this particular case are for the
time being. If, on the contrary, the Govern-
men{ asserts that the matter is beyond its
eontrol, we shall not deny it, because the
law, unfortunately, and quite wrongly, says
that it is beyond its eontrol. . If the Gov-
ernment goes on to say that it joing with us
in profesting against the state of affairs
that exists, then at least we shall know that
its activities and beliefs are in the right
direction and we shall be able~-I have no
doubt-—to subseribe to the point of view
which it will then express. It seems to me,
therefore, that the moving of this motion
is fully justified, and I have no diffienlty in
seconding it.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. . J. 5. Wise—
Gasecoyne) [5.5]: The motion for adjourn-
ment that has been so temperately moved by
the member for West Perth and supported
by the Leader of the Opposition is wne which
means, interpreting not the usual meaning
of the motion, but the manner in which it
was moved, that there is a dire need for
attention to be drawn to the seriousness of
the position occasioned by the stoppage of
mining at Collie. The member for West
Perth drew attention to the condition of
this Chamber as being complete evidence—
if such be necessary here—of the seriousness
of the effects of such stoppage in every in-
dustry and, with that temperate approach
fo the subjeet, I am disposed to snggest that
if this were a game of cricket and you, Mr.
Speaker, were the umpire, one could cer-
tainly, at this stage, appeal suecessfully
against the light. Since that is not the posi-
tion I hasten, firstly, to point out the atti-
tude of the Government in connection with
the dispute as it exists at present and,
then, to deal with what has been attempted
in the past, and later to deal with what are
the intentions of the Government as to the
future.

In dealing with the present, I intend to
quote from several telegrams and from
several doecuments that have been exchanged
between Governments in the course of the
present dispute. Both the member for West
Perth and the Leader of the Opposition
made it quite clear that the Commonwealth
Coal Act and the regulations therennder
control the production of eoal in Australia.
T would like to have it elearly recalled just
how wide are the authorities accepted by
the Commonwealth in that comneetion, and
the responsibilities thereunder. The Coal
Production {War-time) Act, No. I of 1944,
sets out clearly, in Section 3, the objects.
In Section 17 it further sets out elearly the
powers and functions of the Commissioner
appointed under the Act. Section 17 reads
as follows:—

The Commissioner is charged with the duty
of making provision for securing an inerease
in the production of eoal for the needs of Aws-
tralia and of the Powers allicd with His
Majesty in the present war and is empowered
to regulate and eontrol the production, treat-
ment, handling, supply, distribution, storage,
marketing and consumption of coal, and for
those purpases, and for the purpose of carry-
ing out his dutiea and of cxercising any of
his powers and functions under this Act, is
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empowered to make such orders, and to take
such measures, give such directions and do
such things, as he thinks necessary or ex-
pedient.

In Section 31 of the Coal Aect there are
clearly defined the powers of the Central
Industrial Authority, who is the person ap-
pointed to deal with industrial matters
under this Aet. The Central Industrial
Authority is charged with a very great re-
sponsibility and is given great. authority.
Section 31 reads—

(1) The Central Industrial Authority shall
have power to cousider and determine any in-
dustrial dispute or any matter of which he
has cognisance, and for that purpose shall have
(in addition to any other powers conferred on
him by this Aet) all powers which are given
to the court or the Chief Judge of the Court
as regards an industrial dispute of which the
court has cognisance,

(2) In exercising his powers under this
Act, the Central Industrial Awuthority shall
act according to equity, good conscience and
the substantial merits of the case, without re-
gard to technicalities or legal forms, and shall
not be bound by any rules of evidence, but
may inform his mind on any matter in such
manner ag he thinks just,

Further, there will be found in Section 31
of that Aet just how the referring of those
powers may be applied to, a local aunthority,
so I think at the outset it is advisable to
recall very clearly just where, in this ease,
the authority lies. Thoungh the State Gov-
ernment is vitally concerned in the matter
it has had no authority, at any stage in this
dispute, to settle it, I wish to emphasise
this point, that even hefore the stoppage
took place, and before the aggregate meet-
ing was called last Wednesday, the Govern-
ment took every step possible fo avoid such
a stoppage.

On Monday of last week memhers of the
miners’ union, and indeed the president of
it, waited apon the Minister for Mines and
myself, advising us that an aggregate meet-
ing was to be called for last Wednesday.
These men had unsvecessfully stated their
case in Sydney—had pleaded their cause
and had asked, that if the statemeni of
claim whieh they had lodged was mnot pos-
sible of decision the claim that anomalies
existed should immediztely be heard, and the
Government acted immediately in that con-
nection. The Minister for Mines sent this
telegram to Senator Ashley, Minister for
Supply and Shipping, who conirols—
administratively—the Coal Aet—
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Account serious dissatisfaction recent de-
cision yoursclf and Coal Commissioner Collie
coalminers holding aggregate meeting Wed-
nesday next Stop Distinet possibility indus-
trial trouble which with present coal position
would be moat serious Stop In order aveid
this State Government asks your assurance
that Central Industrial Authority will at Collie
at earlicst opportunity hear miners’ elaim that
anomalies exiat.

That telegram met with no response until
two days later, when a very unsatisfactory
reply in our view was received. The reply
from Senator Ashley stated—

Central Industrial Authority is dealing with
all claims lodged by Collie miners to date and
decision should reaeh you within course of
next few days. As to claim for 20 per cent.
increase on all day wage rates both the Cen-
tral Industrial Authority and the Coai Com-
missioner have advised the miners’ represen-
tative that no anomaly exists and that the
¢laim cannot be granted in view of ecomomic
organisation regulations.

The telegram went on to say—

Neither Central Industrial Authority nor
Coal Commissioner can agree to further in-
ereases which would result im Collie men re-
ceiving higher rates than Federation members
anywhere else. '

Sinee that telegram was merely a recital of
the approach of the Collie miners to the
Coal Commissioner and did net answer our
questions, the following telegram was sent to
the Prime Minister:—

Minister Mines this State on Monday com-
municated with Minister Ashley regarding
serions dissatisfaction Collic eoalminers owing
refusal of Coal Commissioner and Minister
Ashley to agree that Central Industrial
Authority would bear at Collie miners’ claim
that anomalies exist. Aggregate meeting held
today and coal production ceased. State Gov-
ernment not asking for Commonwealth board
to come to Collie to consider wages increase
on percentage or any other basis, but to pro-
ceed here immediately to hear eclaim that
anomalies cxist. Imperative that investiga-
tion into claim that there are anomalies he
undertaken immediately. As alternative,
State Government asks for immediate restora-
tion to the State of powers regarding indus-
trial affairs and conditions. Owing to all ounr
industry and transport threatened with stop-
page we may bhe forced to take other actiom
through our Arbitration Court, but eannot
stress too strongly that solution of immedi-
ate problem lies in agreement by Common-
wealth to have Central Industrial Awutherity
proceed immediately to Collie to hear claim re-
garding alleged anomalies.

As no reply was received to that telegram by
Friday morning, I telephoned the Prime
Minister, and after conversation with him as
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to the dire result on industry, on the econo-
mie structure of this State generally, on the
serious plight of our hospitals and the effect
upon foodstuffs, I subsequently received a
telegram from him agreeing that the Central
Industrial Authority, Mr. Willis, should pro-
ceed to Perth. It was mentioned in the wire
that the purpose of his coming here was to
hear the claim that anomalies existed.

Constant contact was kept with the repre-
sentatives of the miners at Collie, and every
day in every possible way representatives of
the Government continved to stress the dire
resulis which would continue to affect this
State nnless the miners returned to work
immediately; but from day to day the con-
ference was adjonrned beeause the miners
then stated that, in addition to the authority
hearing the claim that anomalies existed, they
desired to have the claim associated with the
anomalies heard and determined at Collie,
which of course was an entirely different
matter. That became their atfitude because
of their extreme dissatisfaction, expressed at
all their meetings, with the treatinent which
they had received at the hands of the Com-
monwealth authority both when in Sydney
and since their return. Following their meet-
ing on Saturday, I attempted to contact Mr.
Willis, who was to proceed from Sydney to
Melbourne on Sunday, to aseertain whether
it was lawful or possible for him to accede
to the miners’ request, stating the position
and only stating it as they had expressed it.
Mr. Willis has arrived and is in Collie. The
(Government, in considering this matter over
the week-end was so concerned at what ap-
peared to be inevitable that it ceused a very
frank wire to be sent to the eoalminers yes-
terday. That wire reads as followsa:—

Willis arrives Collic tomorrow Tuesday.
Desperate position developing throughout State
by paralysis of transport and industry because
of no coal. Complete paralysis. by Thuraday
this weck. Military and eivil hospitals inclund-
ing maternity in grave difficulties. TLives of
gick and injured people inecluding returned
Servicemen imperilled. Food supplies metropo-
litan area endangered as all abattoirs and re-
frigeration services nt. standstill.  Sewerage
gystem in serious danger. Existing industrica
closed down and bad effect én several proposed
new industries. Government legislative propo-
sals re South-West power scheme based on Collie
lield up by uncertainty of adequate supplies of
conl for projeet. General position re employ-
ment extremely had. No power metropolitan
area for essential domestic purposes. Minister
Mines Marshall and Gray will arrive Collie
noon tomorrow Tuesday to place position before
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your exccutive and later before men at mass
mecting. State Government again urges men
return to work immediately,

I have overlocked a point up to this stage
irr the events that developed late last week.
On Friday last the Government told the
miners that if the negotiations for their ap-
proach to the Commonwealth failed, we
would, if the President of the Arbitration
Court agreed, send him to Collie to confer
with them and report to the Government,
provided the men returned to work immedi-
ately. Our successful effort in getting Mr.
Willis here rendered that course unnecessary.
When the Prime Minister was in Perth six
or eight weeks ago, I made a point of con-
iacting him personally on many matters that
were worrying us in Western Australia, one
of, them being the coal position. We asked
him whether he would agree that authority
be delegated to a local reference board to
deal with day-to-day difficulties to enable
them to be more readily deeided.

We further asked the Prime Minister fo
delegate anthority under the Coal Act to
. deal with developmental work. Both of those
points were causing unrest and difficulty on
the Collie field. We have had the authorities
and experts of the Commonwealth appointed
under the Coal Aet in Collie who have ad-
vised and reported upon developmental work
and other matters; but, knowing what the
diffienlties associated with our field were in
comparison with other fields in the Eastern
States, we knew that so far as this State was
concerned it was just and proper that the
Commonwealth should aceede to our request.
Following on that, we have asked, as I have
indicated, that there should be restored to
the State—if these disputes cannot be settled
more readily from the Eastern States—the
responsibility of wage-pegging and indus-
trial matiers at present dealt with under the
Coal Aect.

We were very conscious of the far-reaching
effects of that request, but I am quite un-
moved by the plea that the granting of the
request will eause disturbance and disability
in other spheres, In this State we are often
affected verv seriously by deeisions which
advantageously affect other States and pre-
judicially affect curs. But in this case we
are quite prepared to take the consequences
of exercising the authority in this State.
T feal that I eannnt over-stress the poini
that the Government for a long time has
been extremely conseions of the impliea-
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tions and the dire effects to the State if
a serious stoppage, such as the present one,
were bronght te us. We, too, have been
quite aware of the situation that has been
war-caused and has developed at Collie. We
know that the average age of the miners
has substantially increased. We know that
the very wet season we have experienced
has also militated against coal production.
We know, too, that the result of our ad-
vanees, even in specifying names of men
for release, to the manpower suthorities
has seriously disadvantaged us, for we
have had in that connection very little re-
sponse. .

For the twelve months ended the 30th
June last the preduction of coal aver-
aged 1,000 tons for the railways and 500
tons for the power house in short supply
every week. From month to month the ex-
Minister for Mines conferred with the
mines management and with the represen-
tatives of the men in an effort to better
the position. Although insufficiency of ecoal
to meet daily needs was not the result of
any hiteh at Collie, in spite of the constant
worry associated with the position, we have
been unable to improve the circomstances.
Following the visit of certain members of
the Commonwealth technical staff to inves-
tigate and report upon Collie in July, I,
then acting for the Hon. J. C. Willeoek,
called together the management and the
men becanse we felt that unless there was
a marked improvement a crisis such ps
has ocenrred would oceur.

I want to say that so far as the mine
management is concerned—those commonly
known as the mine owners—it is an unfor-
tunate faet that costs of produetion do not
worry them one scrap. Provided that any
inereases are madc by a properly consti-
tuted tribunal those increases are passed
on to the cost of the coal; and pre-war,
and since the war, there has to my mind
been very little indieation of anxiety on
the part of the management to inerease
coal production. There has heen a laissez-
{aire attitude for many months.

Hon. P. Collier: More lazy than fair?

Thr PREMIER: Mueh more: hut whan
we met the management and the men on
the last oceasion T asked the questinn point
blank of them all. ““Can we take it for
eranted that an inerease in production of
coal at Collie is the desire of all of us?”’
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Although that was answered in the affirm-
ative, resulis have not proved that very
much interest has been taken in that con-
nection by the management. I think, too,
that although we have heard in the last few
days much comment and much condemna-
tion by those who do not even know what
the dispute is about—such as machine-gun-
ning the miners and even doing away with
the Government, and all sorts of things
that are quite beside the point under dis-
cussion—I think it is necessary at this
stage for everyone to know the trme posi-
tion and the true relationship between the
management and the men,

And all of the aspeets associated with
production—the eonditions of the men and
the improvement in production because of
happier circumstances on the field—appear
to the Government not to have received the
attention they should have received. While
the company associated with the production
of coal can remain unmoved by crises and
unaffected by costs of production there can
he very little alteration in the circumstances.
We realise, too, that with the restoration of
normal manpower there is an expansion
necessary in c¢al production and a very hig
expansion required to meet the State's needs.
There are many matters in dispute with the
coalmining companies, on whieh it is impos-
sible for the Government to arbitrate. There
are many matters, too, that call for reference
to enginecrs. I have come to this conclusion,
looking forward in a long-term sense, that,
in connection with the well-being of this
State and the necessity for its expansion,
there is a vital need for a complete inquiry,
very fquickly, into all methods necessary to
promote coal production in Western Aus-
tralia.

There is every necessity for a commis-
sioner, fully clothed with all authority, and
knowing what our immediate needs and our
future anticipated needs might be, to report
npon ways and means of achieving that re-
sult. Whether such an inquiry is confined
to Collic or not is beside the question, hut
the plans of this Government both for in-
dustrial expansion and for the benefit of the
community in general by the retieulation
and development of power services depend
upon the use of native material of this coun-
try—coal; coal that is herc in thousands of
millions of tons and available for several
generations, I think it is very necessary for
us, at a very early stage, to take no hazard
whatever as to whether the industrial ex-
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pansion in secondary industries, in primary
industries, and in amenities {o all sections
shall be possible, or whether we shall be dis-
advantaged always beeause of being on the
borderline of safety in.regard to coal pro-
duetion,

I desire to advise the House that since .I
bave been speaking & message has comn
through from Collie to where the Minister for
Mines, Hon, W. M. Marshall, proceedel
early this morning. What happened in Col-
lie today was this: Two Ministers of this
(Goveroment proceeded there without any
contact at all with, and before making any
approach to contaet, the Federal industrial
autbority. The Government was determined,
even if negotiations with the industrial
authority tomorrow failed, that the Minister
for Mines and the Honorary Minister (Hon.
E. H. Gray) should go to Collic and stress
the point of view to the men that we have
repeated by telephone and in conversation in
recent days, namely, that if Mr, Willis's de-
cision was against the men and they were
disappointed, the Minister would, in spite
of any attitude, address them to place the
point of view of the Government and the
people strongly before them. That has taken
place and I have this message from Collie:

The men have decided te return to work

tomorrow morning on the understanding that
Mr. Willis remains and hears the men’s claims.
The State Government to help him, wherever
necessary, to obtain authority from the Com.
monwealth to hear and determine the clgima.
The men are prepared to work on Saturday,
which is pay Saturday, if required by the
Government,
That message has come through from the
Minister for Mines since I have been .speak-
ing. The miners met at 3.30 p.m., and two
minutes before the House met at 4.30 p.m. [
was on the phone, but no decision had then
been arrived at. I am very happy to make
the statement I have to the House, and hope
that the mover and the seconder of this motion
will be completely satisfied that the Govern-
ment has, over a period of years and parti-
cularly during the war years, exerted every
effort, not only to keep the wheels of in-
dustry going and to maintain the maximam
war cffort, but to prepare plans to see that
the maximum effort in regard to labour and
production shall, from this day, ecome
through heiter produetion from Collie.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin)
[5.35]: We are all naturally very pleased
indeed with the message that has just come
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through from Collic and which the Premier
quite properly has made known to this
House. That message, of course, has solved
the problem with which the House was faced
a few moments ago, hut it has not, of course
—nor could it do so——solved the guestion of
just how exactly similar positions can be met
in the future. We all realise that there is
in this State no shortage of material so far-
reaching, so quickly far-reaching, so serious
and so generally disastrous for that matter,
as that of coal. This, consequently, is a most
important debate, although not so import-
ant now as it wag hefore the Premier made
known the decision arrived at in Collie. I
hope that you, Mr. Speaker, understand,
and that the House generally understands,
that the action taken by this side of the
House in launching this motion, to which
three members have spoken, was, in no sense
intended as a vote of want of confidence in
the Government. Far from it! There has
not been, I hope—certainly not from this
side of the House—any desire to have a
elash of purposes in regard to the motion.
It was, as s matter of fact, an attempi to
get unity of aim so that we might arrive
at some sound, helpful decision, and might
possibly be able to gather from the speeches
an idea as to how best to ward off similar
troubles in the future.

It will be admitted that the member for
West Perth, and the Leader of the Oppo-
silion, and the Premier too, adopted a
serious and temperate tone. I say that the
men at Collie shonld not have struek. I think,
in gencrel, that that view is held, too, by
all members opposite. I have, nevertheless,
in mind this fact, that I do not know quite
what made them strike. Until one does
know that, one is not acting properly in
eoming to a decision on the matter. All the
same we have to reflect upon this, that there
does exist now, and has for many vears
past, a lezal means of securing a hearing of
a grievance sugh as the men at Collie have.
This point, too, arose from the speech that
the Premier delivered. He made certain ad-
vances t{o the Commonwealth Government,
the day hefore yesterday I take it, and re-
ceived no reply whatever until two days had
elapsed. The Federal authorities must surely
have known that their delay was causing a
continnance here of the very trouble and
suffering from lack of food, light, eic., that
we have been experiencing for nearly & week
now,
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The strike will, perhaps, have done some
good if, as a result of the debate here to-
day, we can only evolve machinery that wili
prevent the oceurrence of future strikes. I
do not know whether that can he hrought
about, but such a task, although not per-
haps easy of achievement, is surely not im-
possible. Certainly there have heen strikes
over the past 60, 70 and 80 years in differ-
ent parts of the world, but that is no reason
to assume that the problem affecting strikes
is one not capable of solution. I do not
know whether today strikes occur in Russia.
The Press gives the idea that the Russiana
have managed, in some strange way, to over-
come them, but I have my doubts. All the
same, I still think the problem iz not out-
side the competency of, say, half-a-dozen
sound, carnest and knowledgable men if they
sat down possibly for a week, a2 month or
six months in an endeavour to find some
means to overcome the matter of constantly
recurring strikes.

I do not think that there is now any need
to go as far into this matter as I had orig-
inally intended. But it does certainly seem
to me that a strike, particularly one =at
Collie, is an absurdly small thing alongside
the far bigger trouble that we have man-
aged to overcome after six years of strife,
Tt is truly an amazing thing that while we
were gble to overcome a trouble affeeting, X
suppose, 2,000,000,000 people, a relatively
small matter, such as this strike, can be a
little too mueh for us. As I said, and [ re-
peat in closing, there seems now not the
same reason for continuing this debate as
there seemed a little while ago. I therefore
compliment the Premier, and those asso-
eiated with him on the benches opposite, on
being relieved from further worries in re-
gard to this matter.

Mr. McDONALD: With the permission of
the seconder——

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! There is no right
of reply to the motion.

Mp, McDONALD': As the motion has
served the purpose for which it was intended,
namely, to allow those who desired to make
a statement on the matter to do so, I ask,
with the permission of the seconder, to with-
draw it in the usunal way. :

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

House adjourned at 5.45 p.m.




